Diary Writing

| £\ How to Write a Perfect Diary Entry
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Diary Writing Checklist

use paragraphs to organise my writing (including an
introduction and conclusion)?

use an informal style?
use time conjunctions and adverbials?
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Writing a Diary Entry

When you write a diary entry, you are writing about a day in the life of a
real person or character. The diary entry needs to sound as if the person or
character has written it so it needs to be written from their point of view.
It also needs to be exciting and interesting to read.
To get this right, just follow a few easy steps...
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Diary Writing Must...

include the date and/or time

The date or time can be written at the top of the page like this...

!

6t July 1980

Dear Diary,

Today, I made an upsetting announcement which could affect the whole world - the number of
bees is declining. Following a lifetime of interest in bees, my recent discoveries have saddened me
greatly. We need to so something about this.

...or it can be included in the first few sentences of
a diary entry like this...

I proved my intelligence even though I only received a simple
education, when I fought for the right to put my name to my invention.
, I arrived at the courtroom to face the man who was

determined to steal my ideas.
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Diary Writing Must...

be written in the first person.

A This means including pronouns such as ‘I', ‘my’, ‘we’ and ‘our’.

A These words are special because they tell us the diary is being
written by someone and they are talking about themselves.

A Look at the next two examples.
Which one uses the correct words to be written in the ‘first person'?
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Diary Writing Must...

be written in the first person.

As I have travelled to many different countries, I have discovered so
many new facts about bees and shared these.

As she has travelled to many different countries, she has discovered so
many new facts about bees and shared these.
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Diary Writing Must...

tell events in chronological order. =" }

A In a diary we usually write about the events of our day in the order they
happened.

A We only include the most important or interesting events.

A Which of these events would you include in a diary?

PR
JANUA

I ate breakfast. X /

We boarded the largest ship in the dock.

The seas were choppy as we left the harbour.

We had to wear lifejackets to keep us safe.

I looked at the water. X

You might choose to include information about breakfast
and looking at the water if it is relevant or unusual.
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Diary Writing Must...

describe the events from the
writer's point of view.

A A diary is a personal recount usually about a specific event.
A The writer will give their own ideas and opinions about the subject.

A They will use first person point of view language, such as ‘I think...’,
‘I believe...'

A Where does this writer give their point of view?

Following nearly a lifetime of interest in bees, my recent discoveries have
saddened me greatly. We need to do something about this. 1
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Diary Writing Must...
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