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Message from the Principal
Have we really come to the end of
the Autumn Term? Where have the
past 4 months gone?

It's been an

extremely challenging time for us
here at Khalsa Primary School and I
would like to start off by saying a big
thank you to the parents, staff and
children for their support in these
difficult times. As you will all know
we've

had

a

number

of

positive

COVID-19 cases in our school.
With the advice of Public Health we have done everything we possibly could do to reduce
children self isolating, but it has been out of our control. We must follow the Government
Guidelines so I'd like to apologise to those parents and children who have missed a
number of days/weeks at school. Our school is not the same without our children. We can
all help to stop the spread of COVID-19 by covering our faces, maintaining social
distancing and washing our hands.
December is a month of remembrance for Sikhs. A period of time when Guru Gobind
Singh Ji lost his mother and his four sons.
Our grandparents, fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters in India are protesting against
unjust and unfair laws on farmers.
The UK is leaving the EU, economy is hit hard and thousands of people have been made
redundant.
2020 has been an unprecedented year full of challenges. As we enter the winter holidays
please stay safe and follow the Government Guidelines. From all of us here at Khalsa
Primary School, Happy New Year and I look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 5th
January 2021.

Special Events at
Khalsa Primary School
Remembrance Day

Guru Nanak Dev Ji's Gurpurab

On the 11th November 2020 Year 3 and

It was a tough day for us here at KPS. This

Year 4 congregated by the Nishan Sahib to

is the first year I've known not to have

remember our heroes at 11am.

Children

celebrated Guru Nanak Dev Ji's Gurpurab

paid their respects at the front of the

without our KPS parents and community.

school whilst the remaining year groups

The KPS Gurdwara was quiet, there were

carried out their 2 minute silence in class.

no assemblies and the children did not
sing shabads together.
Year 5 and 6 had the fantastic opportunity
to take part in the Nishan Sahib seva. All

Diwali & Bandi Chhor Divas
On

Friday

13th

November

2020

our

our children had langar and sat together
on the floor, side by side - just like Guru
Nanak Dev Ji started many years ago.

children celebrated Bandi Chhor Divas
("Day of Liberation") and Diwali.
Bandi Chhor Divas is a Sikh celebration
that commemorates the day the sixth
Guru

of

Sikhs,

Guru

Hargobind

was

released from Gwalior Fort.

Our staff have made a lovely video for you
all to watch.

Happy Hanukkah

Diwali is the five-day Festival of Lights,
celebrated by millions of Hindus, Sikhs
and Jains across the world. Diwali, which
for some also coincides with harvest and
new year celebrations, is a festival of new
beginnings and the triumph of good over
evil, and light over darkness.
Hanukkah is one of the most important
holidays in the Jewish faith. It is an 8 day
celebration of a miracle that happened
around 200 B.C. Hanukkah, the festival of
lights or the Jewish festival of lights, is a
time of joy and celebration.

Special Events at
Khalsa Primary School
Jack and the Beanstalk

Christmas

This year, the pantomime came to us! I am

Christmas

is

an

annual

festival

pleased to say our children watched “Jack

commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ,

in the Beanstalk”. Children came to school

and celebrated on December 25 as a

in their pyjama's and they all enjoyed

religious and cultural celebration among

popcorn whilst watching the show. It was

billions of people around the world.

so lovely seeing the children relaxed and
On

enjoying a fun morning at KPS.

Friday

11th

December

2020

our

children celebrated Christmas by wearing
Christmas jumpers and this year, with your
support we raised £590. The proceeds will
be split between 'Save the Children', 'Sikh
Assembly' and 'Sikh Relief'. Thank you for
your kind donations.

Gingerbread Men

Winter Lunch

Our children had a fantastic time baking

A lovely meal of veggie hotpot, sprouts,

and decorating gingerbread men.

I've

managed to gain weight just by smelling
the lovely cooking from the children.

I

promise, I didn't eat any of the delicious
food.

He tried to escape but everyone was on
to him. Our elf was unable to hide from
the children.

carrots, parsnip, roast potato and gravy
was enjoyed by all the children.

A big

thank you to our catering staff for making
it a special day.

What's happening at
Khalsa Primary School
Welcome back Mrs Mahil
We are looking forward to Mrs Mahil, our Vice
Principal

and

Designated

Safeguarding

Lead

returning in January 2021. Mrs Mahil, has it really
been a whole year since you left for secondment?
It feels like you haven't been away.

Food Technology Room
The Guru Angad Dev Ji’s kitchen opened it's
doors to our children on 21st November 2020.
Year 4 were first to test the kitchen and baked
chocolate and vanilla cupcakes.

Year 6 have

baked different breads from around Europe!
Children from Year 3 to 6 baked Gingerbead Men
and decorated them.
Our children have learnt many important skills
such as; how to follow a recipe, measuring and
weighing, sieving flour, whisking & folding batter
and, last by not least, washing up skills!

Head Boy/Girl & Deputy Head Boy/Girl Elections
On Tuesday 8th December 2020 our candidates for Head
Boy and Head Girl elections presented a short speech on
why the pupils at Khalsa should vote for them.
Children from Reception to Year 6 had the opportunity to
vote using our ballot papers.
Dhiya Kaur

Well done to all the

candidates for participating and congratulations to our
winners for the academic year 2020/21.

Shanvir Singh

Head Boy is Shanvir Singh
Deputy Head Boy is Aarvin Singh
Head Girl is Dhiya Kaur
Amneet Kaur

Deputy Head Girl is Amneet Kaur

Aarvin Singh

Message from the
Governing Body at KPS
Co-Chair of Governors
With the global pandemic overshadowing most of 2020, I imagine everyone is looking
forward to a well deserved break. It’s been a really unexpected year for everyone and I
would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the governors, to thank all the staff,
parents and children for their support, perseverance and efforts during this time.
As you will know, from the correspondence sent earlier this week, we are in the process
of converting to an academy in the next few months. Thank you all for you valuable input
and comments through the recent consultation period. We will endeavour to keep you
up to date with any further developments.
For now, I hope that you and your families are able to spend some quality
time together over the holidays. Wishing you all the best for 2021.
Jujar Singh, Co-Chair of Governors

Academy Status
You may have recently seen the Parentmail issued to all parents to say that Khalsa Primary
School has been given the go-ahead in the form of an 'in principle' decision to convert to
an academy status.
As an academy, the school will be operated by the newly established Sikh Academies Trust
(SAT). This change is projected to take effect from 1st February 2021.
Converting to an academy trust will provide the opportunity to maximise expertise and
best practice for the benefit of the school, and the ability to use resources more efficiently
and effectively for the benefit of all pupils, staff and parents. The governors of KPS believe
that some of the benefits of converting to an academy will include:
• Ability to broaden the curriculum to enhance opportunities for children
• Greater Control with regards to how finances are spent
• Management of school budgets more effectively and creatively to support pupil progress
• Control over the development and growth of the school
The academy conversion will help the school build on its successes in recent years. The
school has been rated as the ‘Best Primary School in Slough’, In January Khalsa Primary
School was once again graded as ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. The school is oversubscribed
with a large waiting list of prospective pupils. In September KPS Mrs Vitellaro won Silver
Award for Teacher of the Year in a Primary School and, Mr Raminder Vig won Silver Award
for Headteacher of the Year in a Primary School. Pupils have also benefited from a stream
of new facilities including a new library, a state-of-the art food technology room, outdoor
gym, a new IT suite and refurbished toilets throughout the school.

Quotes from Parents
We've had some wonderful comments from parents over this pandemic period
and we wanted to share some of them with you.
Thank you to all parents and children for their support during this difficult time. It
hasn't been easy here at Khalsa Primary School but, as we always say we are one
big family.

I don't think words can properly express how
much you and the wonderful Khalsa staff have
done for our children during this strangest of
years. Whether it was class teachers providing
lovely little messages of support for online
learning
during
lockdown/self
isolation
or
checking in with us regularly to see how the
children were doing and not to forget the
wonderful office staff who have been so
supportive and encouraging throughout (thank
you for always being so lovely). I can honestly say
that my child's experience this year without you,
our wonderful teachers and staff, would have
been a whole lot harder. So from the bottom of
our hearts, THANK You! Have a much needed and
deserved festive season break!.
"Teachers affect eternity; no one can tell where
their influence stops". said Henry Brooks Adams.

Thank you for helping
me with my emotions.
Our ELSA sessions were
the highlight of my day.

Thank you for setting an example.

I just wanted to take this opportunity to wish you and your entire team, from teachers
to cleaners, at Khalsa Primary a very Merry Christmas and lovely New Year.
I admire the dedication and bravery of your team for coming to work everyday and
taking the risk to come into work day after day, without PPE and screens to shield them,
to educate and bring back “normality” into our children’s lives in this challenging and
unsettling time.
I think you are all amazing!
Enjoy the well earned break.

Reminders
Term begins: Tuesday 5th January

Returning to School

Term ends: Friday 12th February

Spring 2021
We

look

forward

to

our

Half Term:

children

returning to school on Tuesday 5th

Monday 15 February to Friday 19 February
Term begins: Monday 22nd February
Term ends: Thursday 1st April

January 2021 in their Spring uniform.

Reception 2021
If you have a child who is due to start school
next academic year (i.e. who will be four
years old before 1st September 2021) please
ensure you have applied for a school by 15th
January 2021.
All children will receive a December
Home Learning pack, which contains
some fun activities for your child to do
over the winter break. If your child is
currently not attending school, an
electronic copy can be found on the
school website.

December
Home Learning Pack

COVID - 19
If your child, you or anyone in your house develops COVID-19 symptoms, doesn't matter
how mild, please self isolate, take a test and wait for the results to come back. If they are
negative you can return to your normal activities, but if someone in your house tests
positive you must all self-isolate for 10 days.
Whilst we may be breaking up for the winter holidays if your child starts to show
symptoms or test positive on Saturday 19th or Sunday 20th December 2020, please email
the school office@kpsslough.com as this may impact other children and staff.

