
Squanto
Tisquantum, or Squanto, as he is better known, was a member of the 

Patuxet Native American tribe in what is now the northeastern 

United States. It is thought that he was born in 1580. He 

is best known for supporting and guiding the first English 

settlers who arrived in that area. 

Not much is known about Squanto’s early life, although some 

documents have recorded general information about his tribe.  

The land he lived on, near what is now known as Cape Cod, was good for farming for 

extended seasons. Because of this, Squanto’s people were able to produce enough harvest 

to remain settled. They did not have to live as nomads, like many other native tribes of 

the time. When settlers arrived in the "New World," they discovered land that was ready 

for farming although no people were living there. Many of Squanto’s tribe had died after 

catching new diseases brought by explorers and traders and no longer occupied the land 

where the Patuxet once lived.  

Squanto was abducted in 1605 by explorer and settler George Weymouth, who had 

come to scout the land for future settlements. Squanto found his way home and was 

kidnapped several more times over the course of his lifetime. During his time in captivity, 

Squanto learned to speak English. His English skills were what enabled him to support 

the colonists as they tried to settle in Plymouth. He taught the settlers how to catch 

fish, hunt, and grow crops. He also organized meetings between the settlers and leaders 

of the tribe he lived with. With Squanto’s help as an interpreter, Chief Massasoit and 

the colonists were able to make a peace treaty. Many scholars believe that without 

Squanto’s help, the settlers would not have been able to survive the cruel winters of New 

England. After the crops were harvested, Massasoit and many of his warriors shared in 

the "First Thanksgiving" with the English settlers. Squanto is considered a key figure in 

this event because he helped peaceful communication between the two groups.
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Squanto suddenly fell ill after working with the colonial leader, William Bradford. 

They were on an expedition to find new groups to trade with and land to explore. 

One night during the voyage, Squanto became very sick with a fever and his nose 

started bleeding.  Within a few days, Squanto passed away. According to reports, at 

his death, Squanto asked Bradford to pray to his own God so that he would go to the 

Christian heaven.
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Questions
1. Squanto’s early life was      . 

   well-documented.
   lived in the southeastern United States.
   lived in the northeastern United States.
   peacefully lived among his tribespeople.

2. Squanto      . 

   never learned to speak English.
   helped translate between the settlers and Massasoit.
   tried to protect his native lands from European settlers.
   taught the settlers how to make clothes.

3. When the settlers arrived in the New World, they      . 

   found the land occupied by Native Americans.
   met Massasoit who introduced them to Squanto.
   fell ill with diseases from the New World.
   found the land deserted and ready to occupy.

4. Squanto was affected by the settlers in all of the following ways except:

   He was kidnapped. 
   He was asked to leave the settlers’ land.
   He was impacted by the settlers’ religion.
   He was appreciated by the settlers. 

5. Imagine you are Squanto. Write a persuasive piece trying to explain to Massasoit why he 
should try to live peacefully with the settlers. 
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6. Write a statement to describe the main idea of paragraph 3. Use details from the text to 
support your answer. 
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Answers
1. Squanto’s early life was lived in the northeastern United States. 

   well-documented.
   lived in the southeastern United States.
   lived in the northeastern United States.
   peacefully lived among his tribespeople.

2. Squanto helped translate between the settlers and Massasoit. 

   never learned to speak English.
   helped translate between the settlers and Massasoit.
   tried to protect his native lands from European settlers.
   taught the settlers how to make clothes.

3. When the settlers arrived in the New World, they found the land deserted and ready 
to occupy. 

   found the land occupied by Native Americans.
   met Massasoit who introduced them to Squanto.
   fell ill with diseases from the New World.
   found the land deserted and ready to occupy.

4. Squanto was affected by the settlers in all of the following ways except: He was asked to leave 
the settlers’ land.

   He was kidnapped. 
   He was asked to leave the settlers’ land.
   He was impacted by the settlers’ religion.
   He was appreciated by the settlers. 

5. Imagine you are Squanto. Write a persuasive piece trying to explain to Massasoit why he 
should try to live peacefully with the settlers. 
Answers will vary.

6. Write a statement to describe the main idea of paragraph 3. Use details from the text to 
support your answer. Answers will vary. Despite being kidnapped, Squanto learned 
English and used it to help the settlers when they came to Squanto’s land.

Squanto
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