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LANDMARKssss
w x

A landmark is an object or 
feature of a landscape that 
has historical importance  or 

makes a place easily 
recognizable.



Name: Date:

The Grand Canyon

The Grand Canyon is steep-sided canyon 
carved by the Colorado River in Arizona over 6 
million years ago. The Grand Canyon is bigger 
than the state of Rhode Island being 277 miles 
long and 18 miles wide. The immensity of this 
place is such that the Pueblo people who were 
Native Americans, considered it a holy site and 
made pilgrimages to it.
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For thousands of years, the area has been continuously inhabited by 
the Native Americans who built settlements within the canyon. There 
are an estimated 1,000 caves and of those, 335 have been recorded.

The vast array of wildlife in the area ranges from bighorn sheep to the 
Gila monster. It is estimated that 5.9 million people visit the canyon every 
year, making it the second most popular national park just behind the 
Great Smoky Mountains of North Carolina and Tennessee.

When people visit the Grand Canyon National Park they are asked to 
leave rocks, plants, wood, and other artifacts where they were found to 
preserve the natural beauty of this magnificent place. When president 
Theodore Roosevelt first visited the park in 1903, he was deeply moved 
and signed a bill after which made the area a national monument to 
preserve. He famously said of the Grand Canyon “Leave it as it is. You 
cannot improve on it. The ages have been at work on it, and man can only 
mar it.“
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Questions
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2. About how many people visit the Grand Canyon every year?

Answer each question in a complete sentence.

3. Why are people not allowed to take stuff from the Grand Canyon?

4. Who considered the Grand Canyon a holy site?

5. What is the first most popular national park?

6. How long has nature been working on making the Grand Canyon what 
it is today?

The Grand Canyon
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Name an animal you can find in the Grand Canyon.
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Questions Continued

7.
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Who has inhabited the Grand Canyon for thousands of years?

8. Where are the Great Smoky Mountains located?

Answer each question in a complete sentence.

9. The Grand Canyon is bigger than what state?

10. In what year did president Theodore Roosevelt visit the Grand Canyon?

11. What happened as a result of Teddy Roosevelt’s visit?

12. What did Theodore Roosevelt mean when he said “man can only mar it“?

The Grand Canyon
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2. About how many people visit the Grand Canyon every year?

Answer each question in a complete sentence.

3. Why are people not allowed to take stuff from the Grand Canyon?

4. Who considered the Grand Canyon a holy site?

5. What is the first most popular national park?

6. How long has nature been working on making the Grand Canyon what 
it is today?

The Grand Canyon
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Name an animal you can find in the Grand Canyon.
You can find gila monster or bighorn sheep.

About 5.9 million people.

People are not allowed to take stuff from the Grand Canyon 
to preserve its natural beauty.

The Pueblo people considered the place a holy site.

The Great Smoky Mountains of North Carolina and Tennessee.

For about 6 million year.
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Who has inhabited the Grand Canyon for thousands of years?

8. Where are the Great Smoky Mountains located?

Answer each question in a complete sentence.

9. The Grand Canyon is bigger than what state?

10. In what year did president Theodore Roosevelt visit the Grand Canyon?

11. What happened as a result of Teddy Roosevelt’s visit?

12. What did Theodore Roosevelt mean when he said “man can only mar it“?

The Grand Canyon
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The Native Americans.

North Carolina and Tennessee.

The Grand Canyon is bigger than the state of Rhode Island.

Theodore Roosevelt visited the Grand Canyon in 1903.

He signed a bill which made the area a national monument to 
preserve it.

He probably meant that man could only spoil it or 
impair/disfigure its appearance.


