


Long ago, there were great warriors known as the Fianna. Fionn MacCumhaill was the 
leader of this group of fierce warriors. 
Fionn’s second wife, Maignis, had died and it was suggested that he remarry.

At this time, Gráinne was the most beautiful woman in Ireland. She was the daughter 
of King Cormac MacAirt, who was the High King of Ireland. King Cormac lived at 
Tara, which is near the River Boyne in County Meath.



Eligible princes and 
chieftains travelled far and 
wide to ask for Gráinne’s 
hand in marriage.

Fionn decided to ask the 
king for his daughter’s hand 
in marriage, despite being 
much older than her.

King Cormac agreed to this 
marriage and a magnificent 
feast was arranged for the 
newly engaged couple, Fionn 
and Gráinne.



Many people travelled from all over Ireland to Tara to celebrate with the couple.
However, at the feast, Gráinne saw Diarmuid Ua Duibhne, a great warrior in the 
Fianna. He was one of Fionn’s greatest and most faithful warriors.
Gráinne fell in love with Diarmuid the moment she saw him. 



Gráinne was determined to be with Diarmuid so she put a spell on all of the guests, 
which put them to sleep. Then, she told Diarmuid that she was in love with him and 
wanted to run away with him.
Diarmuid hesitated as he did not want to dishonour or betray Fionn. 
As a result, Gráinne had to put a geis (spell) on him, which meant that he could not 
refuse her.  



Diarmuid and Gráinne left Tara while the other guests were still asleep.
When Fionn woke to find Diarmuid and Gráinne had left, he was furious. 
He began searching all of Ireland with his faithful hounds, Bran and Sceolán, as well 
as members of the Fianna.



Diarmuid and Gráinne spent years hiding in caves, trees and any other places that 
they could find shelter.
There were many occasions when Fionn and the Fianna came close to catching them. 
Diarmuid’s foster father hid the couple several times. 



After their time together, Diarmuid fell in love with Gráinne and she fell pregnant.
They settled down near Benbulben, which is in County Sligo. 
Fionn and the Fianna finally caught up with Diarmuid and Gráinne and it is believed 
that they settled their differences.



However, Diarmuid was out on the mountain when suddenly, a wild boar approached 
him and Gráinne.
Legend has it that the only thing that could harm Diarmuid was, in fact, a boar. 
However, his love for Gráinne was so great that he faced the beast, unafraid.
The boar attacked him and Diarmuid fell to the ground, mortally wounded.



Fionn, who had magical healing powers, came across Diarmuid.
Fionn’s son, Oisín, begged him to save Diarmuid.
Fionn went to a river and scooped up water in his hands for Diarmuid to drink, 
knowing that this would heal him.
On two occasions, Fionn hesitated from saving Diarmuid by letting the water slip from 
his hands.



On the third occasion, Fionn came back from the river to find that Diarmuid had died 
from his injuries. 
This romantic tale of Diarmuid and Gráinne came to a very tragic end as a result. 


