
Look at the following images

What do you think is happening in 

this scene?

The vases of Ancient Athens









Can you work 

out what is 

going on here?

Try to use all 

the clues and 

look at all the 

figures.



Look at the 

clues 1

3

4 5

2

6

Think about 

WHO is shown.

WHAT is 

shown?

WHAT is the 

meaning of the 

vase painting?



Ready to play?

• You have to guess which is the MOST 
LIKELY answer, the one the experts agree 
on. 

• Use all the clues to write a paragraph 
explaining why you think the option you 
chose is the right one.  

• Be persuasive and use all your inference 
skills

• Ready ??   Is it..?



Option A

A man has just been out hunting 

with his dog in the woods around 

Athens.  He took his  father-in-law, 

the man on the right, with him, as he 

knows the best places to hunt.  On 

his return, he is asking his wife to 

give the dog a drink of water.

Option B

The man in the middle has 

knocked on the door of a lady’s 

house on his way to war and has 

swapped his dog for a drink of 

wine for himself.  He cannot take 

his dog to war with him.

Option C

The man in the middle is off to war, 

but first he needs to keep the gods 

happy. He has asked his wife to 

pour wine into the bowl as an 

offering so the gods make sure he 

returns safely.  He is about to say 

goodbye to his dog and kiss his wife 

before he goes, so her father is 

looking away.

Option D

A man has just been practising 

javelin throwing for the next 

Olympics to be held in Corinth.  He 

took his dog with him and his wife 

is now giving it a drink.  The man 

to the right is her father who keeps 

her company during the husband’s 

long training sessions.



Now for another one
• Can you work out what is going on in this 

picture?

• Come up with 2 or 3 possible answers.

• Think about WHO, WHAT and WHY.

• Write a paragraph giving your explanation 

and I’ll post it on Dojo and you can vote for 

the best explanation

• If people are going to believe your answer 

you must explain every aspect of the vase 

painting.  Everything is included for a reason.

• I’ll post the answer on Friday afternoon




