
Option A

A man has just been out hunting 

with his dog in the woods around 

Athens.  He took his  father-in-law, 

the man on the right, with him, as he 

knows the best places to hunt.  On 

his return, he is asking his wife to 

give the dog a drink of water.

Option B

The man in the middle has 

knocked on the door of a lady’s 

house on his way to war and has 

swapped his dog for a drink of 

wine for himself.  He cannot take 

his dog to war with him.

Option C

The man in the middle is off to war, 

but first he needs to keep the gods 

happy. He has asked his wife to 

pour wine into the bowl as an 

offering so the gods make sure he 

returns safely.  He is about to say 

goodbye to his dog and kiss his wife 

before he goes, so her father is 

looking away.

Option D

A man has just been practising 

javelin throwing for the next 

Olympics to be held in Corinth.  He 

took his dog with him and his wife 

is now giving it a drink.  The man 

to the right is her father who keeps 

her company during the husband’s 

long training sessions.



If you said A

• You would be wrong.  Why?  Who 

would go out hunting in full armour with 

a helmet on ??



If you said B

• You would be wrong.



If you said D

• You would be WRONG



The answer is C
In this scene, the man in the centre 

(dressed for battle and not hunting!) is 

about to leave to join other soldiers in 

the war against Persia. We know it is 

home, because dogs usually appear in 

domestic scenes. The lady is pouring 

a sacrificial offering from a wine jug. 

The bowl into which it is poured is not 

a drinking vessel. In doing this she is 

asking the Gods that her husband 

returns safely. Her father, shown by 

the beard and standing with a long 

staff, is in the house because he will 

safeguard his daughter in her 

husband’s absence.


