
Ancient Greece 

KQ1
How can we possibly know so much 
about the Ancient Greeks who lived 

over 2,500 years ago?
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zxytpv4

Important places you will learn about



Consequences
With limited amounts of land on which they could grow crops the 
Ancient Greeks had to….. 
search for new lands which could provide food and trade with them.

With a long coastline there were plenty of …..
safe harbours from which boats could leave in search of other lands.

With so much coast and so many islands to reach Greeks became ………
expert sailors and boatbuilders.

As the climate is mainly hot and dry Ancient Greeks spent a lot of time 
outdoors, ……..
meeting in places like the agora or market place to share ideas.

Mountains made it difficult to travel between different parts of Greece 
so individual areas became…
very independent. They were called city states. A city state was called a  
polis which gives us our word political.



Travellers by sea
The Odyssey was created by the storyteller Homer.  The 
story describes the Greek hero Odysseus' journey home 
from the Trojan War. Homer describes many fantastic 
lands in the story.  For thousands of years people have 
enjoyed trying to guess the 'real' locations of the weird 
and wonderful places Odysseus visited. 



They lived as frogs

Wherever Greeks set up a new settlement it was 
never more than 50 miles from the sea.  As Plato 
said, “They lived as frogs by a pond”.



Ancient Greek Timeline

Minoan civilization

The Trojan wars 1190BC

Golden 
Age of 
Athens

Battle of 
Marathon
490BC

Building of 
the 
Parthenon 
432BC

First 
Olympic 
games 
776BC

Story of 
Theseus 
and the 
Minotaur

Wars 
between 
Athens 
and 
Sparta

Alexander 
the Great



Task

• Find Greece on a world map

• Pinpoint all the places and features on the
presentation.

• Copy the greek timeline into your books

Ext

Theseus and the Minotaur – See the 
presentation


