
SPaG  - To practise my grammar knowledge   - Answers on the next 
page 
Tick the correct tense for the following sentences. 
Sentence Present 

Tense 
Present 
Perfect 

Past 
Tense 

Present 
Progressive 

The Vikings attacked Lindisfarne.     
The Vikings has attacked 
Lindisfarne. 

    

The Vikings are attacking 
Lindisfarne. 

    

The Vikings attack Lindisfarne.     

 
Underline all the VERBS in the following sentence: 
Through the mist came the creak of many oars. Now and then there was a splash. The grey 
mist swirled and slid over the flat, grey sea, but not a sign could be seen of the boats: only 
the steady slap of oars and a few low curses. Then a dark shadow moved within the mist, 
growing blacker as it came nearer, until the great wooden hulk of a Viking war-boat 
emerged, and trailing wisps of fog along its sides. Twenty oars bit into the water, and forty 
Viking warriors strained over the heavy poles.  

 
On the gaps, write which apostrophe was used: possession or 
contraction 
The Viking’s oars: ___________________________ 
The Vikings couldn’t be late!  _____________________________ 
They’ll be coming by boats!  ______________________ 
Select the best option for the underlined section of the following 
sentences. 
Sentence Fronted 

adverbial 
Subordinate 
clause 

Relative 
clause 

Main 
clause 

After dinner, the Viking looked for 
more adventure. 

    

The vicious-looking friendly Viking 
went for a walk. 

    

Whilst the winter wind was blowing, 
they continued their battle. 

    

Outside the door, the Monk, who as 
poor, couldn’t believe what he saw! 

    

     

 



SPaG  - To practise my grammar knowledge   - Answers 
Tick the correct tense for the following sentences. 
Sentence Present 

Tense 
Present 
Perfect 

Past 
Tense 

Present 
Progressive 

The Vikings attacked Lindisfarne.   ✓  

The Vikings has attacked 
Lindisfarne. 

 ✓   

The Vikings are attacking 
Lindisfarne. 

   ✓ 

The Vikings attack Lindisfarne. ✓    

 
Underline all the VERBS in the following sentence: 
Through the mist came the creak of many oars. Now and then there was a splash. The grey 
mist swirled and slid over the flat, grey sea, but not a sign could be seen of the boats: only 
the steady slap of oars and a few low curses. Then a dark shadow moved within the mist, 
growing blacker as it came nearer, until the great wooden hulk of a Viking war-boat 
emerged and trailing wisps of fog along its sides. Twenty oars bit into the water and forty 
Viking warriors strained over the heavy poles.  

 
On the gaps, write which apostrophe was used: possession or 
contraction 
The Viking’s oars: possession 
The Vikings couldn’t be late!  contraction  
They’ll be coming by boats!  contraction  
Select the best option for the underlined section of the following 
sentences. 
Sentence Fronted 

adverbial 
Subordinate 
clause 

Relative 
clause 

Main 
clause 

After dinner, the Viking looked for 
more adventure. 

✓    

The vicious-looking friendly Viking 
went for a walk. 

   ✓ 

Whilst the winter wind was blowing, 
they continued their battle. 

 ✓   

Outside the door, the Monk, who as 
poor, couldn’t believe what he saw! 

  ✓  

 
 


