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The Environment

Science



Endangered 
Animals



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can ask and answer questions about endangered animals. 

• I can ask questions about endangered animals.

• I can answer questions about an animal I have researched. 



Animal Planet 

Scientists think that there are nearly 8 million species of animals in the world, living 
on the land, in the sky and in the sea. 

We only know about 1.4 million of these…which means that over 6 million species 
of animal are yet to be discovered! 

We have already discovered:

Which kind of creature are we? 

5500 species 
of mammal

10 000 species 
of bird 7000 species 

of amphibian

10 000 species 
of reptile 33 000 species of 

fish 
Over 1 300 000 kinds of 

invertebrate 



Animal Planet

Here are some amazing animals that have been discovered recently.

The Yeti Crab was discovered in 2005. It lives on hot water vents deep below the sea. 
Scientists think it may use the hair on its pincers to filter out toxins from the water. 



Animal Planet

Discovered in 2009 in Papua New Guinea, this tiny frog is the smallest known vertebrate 
in the world. It measures just 7mm long! 



Animal Planet

The Caquetá Titi Monkey was discovered in 2010 in the Amazonian rainforest. When they 
are happy, they purr like cats! 



Animal Planet

In 2009 a scientist discovered a new species of wasp living in a tree in a school 
playground in Kent. The wasp lays its eggs inside another insect. It is so small that you 
need a microscope to see it.



Animal Planet

As you can see, there are many strange and wonderful animals in the world, and 
many more that have not yet been discovered. 

Keep an eye out next time you are in the garden or in a park…maybe you will 
discover the next new animal! 



Endangered Animals

Sadly, not all of the creatures in the world are doing very well. Some species of 
animal are endangered. 

Being endangered means that scientists think that the animal is at risk of 
disappearing forever. If this happens, we say that an animal is extinct. 

When an animal is extinct, it cannot ever be brought back. 

Here are some animals which are now extinct. 

Tazmanian Tiger
Dodo

Quagga

Passenger 
Pigeon



Endangered Animals 

Why do animals become endangered or extinct? 

All animals have a habitat. This is their home. It gives them all they need to live and be 
healthy, like food, water, shelter and safety from harm. Most animals are adapted to 
their habitat and cannot live anywhere else. 

Animals become endangered when their habitat is threatened. Around the world, 
animal habitats are being destroyed to make way for farming or houses, or because 
people want to use the materials in that habitat to make things. Habitats are also 
destroyed by chemicals that humans use that can damage the soil, the air and the 
water. 



Endangered Animals

As habitats are destroyed, animals have less room to live, less food to eat, and fewer 
safe places to raise their young. Sometimes, because these animals are forced to live 
close to humans, they are hunted and killed. They can be killed for food, because 
people think they are dangerous or because people want to use parts of their bodies to 
make things. 

Here are some things made out of the bodies of endangered animals.

Photo courtesy of Uk Home Office (@flickr.com) granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Endangered Animals

Here are some endangered animals that you may recognise.

Giant Panda: 1862 left in the wild

Tigers: about 3200 left in the wild

Mountain Gorilla: only 800 left in the wild

Blue Whale: 10 000 - 25 000 left

Polar Bear: less than 25 000 left in the wild

Do you know of any more? 



Endangered Animal Fact File

You are going to do some research about an endangered animal. 

Researching means finding out more information about something you are 
interested in. 

How can we find out more information about something? 

You can read about it in an 
information book. 

You can find out about it by 
looking it up on the internet. 

You can ask questions about 
it from someone who knows 

more information. 

We are going to do all of these things today to find out more about endangered animals. 



Endangered Animals Fact File 

You are going to research one endangered animal by looking in books and on the 
internet. 

• Draw a picture of the animal

• Appearance: what does the animal look like?

• Habitat: where does the animal live?

• Behaviour: what does the animal do? 



Question Time

Find a partner. Make sure that you and your partner found out about different animals! 

You have researched one animal and found out lots of information. Well done!

Now you are going to ask your friends about the animal they have researched.

In your groups, think of some questions you can ask to find out about other 
endangered animals.

Here are a few to get you started…
What do they look like?
Where do they live?
Why are they endangered?

Jot your questions down on a whiteboard. 



Question and Answer

Find a partner. Make sure that you and your partner found out about different animals! 

Ask them questions to find out about the animal they have researched. 

What new things have you learnt from asking your partner questions? 



How Can We Help? 

There are lots of things we can do to help endangered animals so they do not have 
to face extinction.

The first step in protecting endangered species is to find out more about them 
and to tell your friends and families. The more people know, about all the 
amazing animals that are at risk of extinction, the more that can be done to help 
them. 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

Find Out More

Making new products uses lots of resources. When these resources are taken 
from the natural world, animal habitats are destroyed. Make sure that your 
family recycles all the waste that they can, and don’t forget about reducing and 
reusing too!



How Can We Help? 

Save Energy

Wasting electricity causes pollution that damages the environment and harms 
animals. Switching appliances off when they are not in use will make the world a 
better place for all animals, and for humans too. 

Think Local

Many species in the UK are in decline- this means that the number of these 
animals is falling. You could find out more about the endangered species in your 
area and what you could do to protect them. 

There are lots of animal charities who work very hard to protect endangered 
species. These charities work to protect habitats so that animals have a safe place 
to live. 

Support Animal Charities

Can you think of any more ways you can help? 



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can ask and answer questions about endangered animals. 

• I can ask questions about endangered animals.

• I can answer questions about an animal I have researched. 




