




Success Criteria

Aim
• I can explain what interpretation means.

• I can interpret a situation from a photograph.

• I can compare my own interpretations with other people’s 
interpretations. 



Meaning

In the photograph 
above, what is 

happening?

Does everyone 
agree with what is 
happening in the 

photograph? 

Could anything 
else be happening? 

When we see the meaning of something this is called an interpretation. The meaning 
we see can differ from person to person due to how the person interprets it. 



Important Information 
The following recounts, about an event that happened during assembly, are from teachers.

Teacher A: During assembly today 
Jackson in Year 2 was sad. He stood up 
in his red trainers and walked over to 
his teacher. His teacher, Mrs Smith, 

spoke with him and took him out of the 
assembly room through the double 

doors. After speaking, Mrs Smith found 
out Jackson was sad because he was 

feeling poorly.

Teacher B: In assembly today Jackson 
from year 2 was feeling sad. He walked 
to his teacher in his blue trainers. His 
teacher took him out of the assembly 

room through a single door. They had a 
chat and Mrs Smith found out that 
Jackson was feeling poorly which 

explained why he was sad. 

In the recounts what parts of 
the story are important? Which 
bits in the story are just extra 

information?

What are the 
differences in the 

story? 
Do these 

differences 
matter? 

Do the differences 
change the key 
message in the 

story?



Using Information

Read together the story of The Elephant and the Blind Men.

Would the 
information be 

accurate? 

If you only listened to one of 
the blind men’s descriptions of 

the elephant how much 
information would you get? 

How could you 
get the best 
description? 

Would it give a 
clear picture?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vn9BUfUCL4I


Interpreting Information

Your task today will involve interpreting information. 

Will your interpretations have similarities or differences? 

Will we all interpret the same information in the same way? 

Some of you will be interpreting 
a playground scene. 

Some of you will be interpreting 
a piece of modern art. 



Comparison

In pairs, compare your interpretations. 

Now complete the final box on your 
activity sheet. Write a paragraph to 

compare how you and a friend 
interpreted the information.

Were your 
interpretations 

similar? 

Were there any 
key differences? 

What things 
could affect how 

we interpret 
information?
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